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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Implementation of the new National Water Training Package - update
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Queensland Water Skills e-Flash #45 and #46 outlined issues regarding the ‘deletion’ of all previous National Water Training Package (NWP07) qualifications, the predominant issue being that no further enrolments can take place in the old NWP07 qualifications under Government funding. 

The national Department of Education and Training has provided a response to industry queries on the matter and has now stated that no amendments on training.gov.au (TGA) or to the implementation guide will be made to remove the ‘deleted’ status of the NWP07 qualifications. Therefore, new enrolments in a National Water Training Package qualification can only take place when RTOs have added the new NWP training package qualifications to their scope for delivery. Further, Queensland Government funded qualification enrolments can only take place once the RTO has the new qualification on scope and has applied to the Queensland Government to deliver the new qualification under Government funding.  

At this stage there is only one RTO listed on the Queensland Training Information Service (QTIS) as eligible to deliver the new NWP qualifications under Government funding, however, it is anticipated that further RTOs will be added within the next couple of weeks. Other RTOs are at varying stages of adding the new qualifications to their scope and it is recommended that you contact your RTO to discuss your training needs and timelines. 

As previously outlined, students currently enrolled in an NWP07 qualification will be able to complete their qualification under any Government funding that they are already receiving. 

Note: Whilst the NWP07 qualifications on TGA state ‘superseded’ the Skills Service Organisation for water has stated that “the NWP qualifications that show as Superseded, and have no forward mapping, are in effect, deleted”. The ASQA glossary also states that “the national register may also use the term ‘superseded’ for a qualification or unit of competency that has been deleted from its training package without having been replaced”. It is understood that the differentiation between a superseded and deleted qualification on TGA is the existence or, in the case of deleted qualifications, non-existence of forward qualification mapping. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. Extension of small contract to provide water industry training advice to DET
[bookmark: _GoBack]~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
In August 2015 qldwater signed a six month contract to provide water industry advice on vocational education and training-related activities to the Department of Education and Training (DET). The primary purpose of the role is to act as the conduit between industry and Government and provide relevant advice on water industry VET qualifications and RTOs delivering water training and to communicate to industry information on Government policy and funding programs. 

DET has recently extended this small contract until end October 2016. qldwater will work with DET to develop new activities for the Action Plan. A number of briefing papers and updates have already been provided to DET covering topics such as the National Water Training Package changes and implementation issues and funding issues and barriers to water industry training in Queensland. 
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